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ovation of the facility. A sag-
ging roof was refurbished and
outfitted with solar panels.
The project will save an esti-
mated $4.3 million in lower
electric bills over 25 years,
Williams said.

Getting the city to commit
to the project was helped by
Encinitans’ commitment to
the environment, Williams
said, and also by rapidly esca-
lating utility bills at City Hall.

On the exhibition floor,
companies such as Sanyo En-
ergy USA Corp. displayed
their solar energy systems.
Sanyo showcased its photo-
voltaic panels, which convert
sunlight into electricity.
Sanyo’s systems are installed
at Stone Brewing Co. in Escon-
dido, and in the parking lot of
Sanyo North America Corp.s
San Diego office. The panels
not only make electricity, but
double as shade for the cars.

El Cajon-based Borrego So-
lar exhibited its range of solar
electric systems, which are
used by businesses and indi-
vidual homeowners, said
Caleb Saunders, a Borrego So-
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Attendees at the Solar Power International conference in San Diego
look at photovoltaic products by Sanyo Electronics.

lar energy consultant.

“We’ve done schools, busi-
nesses, guvernments, 50 we
cater to essentially all solar
customers,” Saunders said.

He described the confer-
ence as “a phenomenal net-
working opportunity. It's the
event to be at this year”

The conference is co-spon-
sored by San Diego Gas &
El=ctric Co., whose chief exec-

utive, Debra Reed, addressed
the conference. Reed asked
conference attendees to help
utilities make solar power
more cost-effective.

The utility is already push-
ing ahead with projects, such
as solar energy installations at
large businesses, which in-
crease SDG&LE’s peak power
capacity, and with even larger-
scale projects in the desert.




